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coloured carpet, on which the guests placed
themselves, cross-legged,, in a circle, and cat, as
Homer says, " until their hearts were satisfied/*
Homeric shouts of "inextinguishable laughter"
rose up also among them from time to time;
and many a trick was exhibited, arid many a
wild prank played, but without any admixture
of vulgarity. Along the field, and about the
tufted banks of the Ilissus, horsemen galloped
with a fury altogether indescribable. Sometimes
they advanced in a troop, and suddenly breaking
like a rocket, dispersed, and scoured the plain in
every direction. Sometimes a single horseman
darted forward, like an arrow shot from a bow,
and passed in front of the charging column, or
thridded his way among its ranks with the skill
of a skater who describes a figure of eight. They
wat far back on their horses, as their forefathers
sat, if we can trust the witness of ancient
sculpture, and as the cavalry of the East sit to
this day ; their scarlet caps and golden tassols
(often entangled in their long hair) gleaming in
the sua, and their white kilts blown, across the